Blackbird Artist Studios Tenant Application
The Blackbird Artist Studios offers new “green” studios for artists seeking space to create and sell their work. The Blackbird Artist Studios were designed as a visual arts center—the first of its kind in Pittsburgh. As such, the Blackbird is well positioned to become a destination for both local visitors and tourists. 

· For professional artists, the Blackbird Artist Studios provide affordable space in a building that fosters a collaborative environment for artists working in different disciplines.  The building’s presence on Butler Street gives the studios prominence and visibility in Lawrenceville’s 16:62 Design Zone retail district, making it an ideal location for artists who are interested in directly selling their work to the public. 
· For the visiting public, the Blackbird’s open studio hours offer an opportunity to experience art in the making and further visitors’ understanding of the creative process and work techniques. 
Artist Requirements

In keeping with our vision of a professional-quality and interactive visual arts center, the Blackbird Artist Studios feature open studio hours. Artists applying for space should understand the commitments of their occupancy.  

· Blackbird Artist Studios will be open to the public weekly on Wednesday, Friday, Saturday, and Sunday from 11 AM to 5 PM; and on Thursdays from 11 AM to 8 PM.

· Within this 33 hour week, artists are required to be in their studios for at least 20 hours during the open studio hours listed above.  Fulfillment of required studio hours would be on the “honor system.” 
· The open studio hours will require interaction with the public, including children. Artists are expected to allow visitors to enter their space and talk to them about their creative process, technique, or other questions. 
· Artists are also required to maintain a clean, presentable, and safe studio during the open studio hours.
Rental Agreement Basics
· Listed rent prices include basic maintenance of the building, 24-hour access, and a pro-rated share of utilities based on studio size. 

· Rental agreements require a two-year lease and a 60-day written notice if a tenant does not wish to renew their lease. 

· Continuing tenancy requires: active use of the studio, fulfillment of required studio hours, on-time rent payment; and basic upkeep of studio space. 

· If the artist continually demonstrates the commitments of the rental agreement, there is no limit to the number of two-year leases that an artist s/he may hold.
Selection Process Overview
Eligibility:  Visual artists interested in a professional and commercial venue to work and sell their art.  The Blackbird Artist Studios welcomes applications from artists working in the following disciplines: Book Arts and Paper Arts; Ceramics/Pottery; Digital Photography/Multimedia; Drawing and Illustration; Fibers and Textiles; Jewelry making; Painting; Printmaking; Sculpture; Stained Glass; and Woodworking.
The Lawrenceville Corporation, advised by a jury of arts professionals, will select tenants based on the criteria listed below. The selection panel will strive to create a community of artists representing a variety of perspectives and practices. 
Criteria for Selection:

· Application and Portfolio Review. The ideal candidate will demonstrate a commitment to excellence and professional quality in their work and some level of commercial appeal or viability. In addition, the selection panel will consider the artists’ preferred media and equipment requirements to maintain an environment that is safe for the visiting public and neighboring artists.
· Artist Interview. The selection panel may request a brief meeting with the artist to gain a better understanding of their work, their vision for growing their business, and their commitment to open studio hours and the Blackbird Artist Studios community.
· Credit/Financial Information:  The Lawrenceville Corporation will perform a credit check on all applicants to ensure financial viability.  If you have a current business plan, we encourage you to submit it as well.  
To Apply to Lease Space in the Blackbird Studios, artists must submit a completed application form and the required support materials listed below.

Original Artwork Will Not Be Accepted.  Submission of original slides or original VHS cassettes is strongly discouraged.  Submitted materials will be handled with care, but Blackbird Artist Studios cannot assume responsibility for lost or damaged materials.

Send Completed Applications, Support Materials and $25 Application Fee To:

Blackbird Artist Studios

C/O Lawrenceville Corporation

5170 Butler Street

Pittsburgh, PA 15201

Deadline: There is no formal deadline for application, but we encourage you to apply early to increase your likelihood of getting your preferred studio space. 
When the selection committee has received the first five applications, they will convene for review. Artists will be notified of the status of the selection process. We intend to notify applicants of the decision within one month of their application submission date. 
Wait List: Once maximum occupancy is reached, applicants will be placed on a wait list until a space becomes available. Then, artists on the wait list will be contacted to participate in the formal selection process and given a deadline for application. 
Blackbird Artist Studios Rental Application Form


OFFICE USE ONLY
Please print or type. 






           Date Rec:________
NAME: _______________________________________________________________________________________ 
mailing Address _____________________________ City __________________  State _____ Zip ________
PHONE w/AREA CODE: ____________________________  ALTERNATE PHONE:_________________________
E-MAIL ADDRESS: _____________________________________________________________________________
WEBSITE URL: ________________________________________________________________________________
We require the following information in order to conduct a credit check of applicants and will keep all information strictly confidential.
SS#: ____________________________________________   DATE OF BIRTH: ____________________________   

DRIVER’S LICENSE # AND STATE:________________________________________________________________
BANK ACCOUNT(S):   Checking :____________________________   Savings: ___________________________

Name of Bank:  ________________________________________________________________________


Address:  ______________________________________________________________________________ 
Current Employer: ______________________________________________   Phone:  _____________________
Street Address _______________________________ City _______________________State ______ Zip ________
Your Position: _________________________ Supervisor's Name: _______________________________________ 
Length of Employment: _________________________________________________________________________

How much money do you have available MONTHLY from the following sources to pay for your rent?
Employment 


______________

Sale of Artwork/Commissions 
______________

Savings 



______________

Parents 



______________

Grants/Loans 

______________

Social Security Payments 
______________

Other (describe) 

______________

ARTISTIC MEDIA: (Please specify any special needs or equipment and materials that your work requires):
SPACE PREFERENCES (check all studio sizes that you are interested in):
(410 sq ft 

(440 sq ft 

(495 sq ft

(515 sq ft


(425 sq ft 

(450 sq ft 

(505 sq ft

ARTISTIC REFERENCES: Please provide two references familiar with your work as an artist.

(Names/contacts only—do not submit recommendation letters)

1) Name/Title: ________________________________________________________________________________ 

Phone:
_______________________________  E-mail Address: ________________________________________
1) Name/Title: ________________________________________________________________________________ 

Phone:
_______________________________  E-mail Address: ________________________________________

Please submit support materials as listed on the following page.
 Applications without support materials will not be reviewed.
Checklist of Support Materials

Required 

( 
Application Fee of $25. Please make checks payable to the Lawrenceville Corporation.  Do not send cash.
( 
Artist’s statement (keep to one page, please)
( 
Artist’s resume

( 
Submit up to ten slides OR CD-ROM of up to ten images. For new media and time-based media (Sound, Film/Video, etc.), submit up to ten minutes on CD-ROM, CD/audiotape, and/or VHS.

( 
Slides must be clearly labeled with artist’s full name and the title, media, dimensions, and date of work; and accompanied by a slide checklist with the same information.

( 
CD-ROM must be clearly labeled with artist’s full name; and accompanied by an image checklist with title, media, dimensions, date of work, and corresponding file names.

( 
CD-ROM, CD/audiotape and/or VHS tapes must be clearly labeled with artist’s full name, and accompanied by a checklist including title, media, running time and date of work.

( 
Please include a self-addressed, stamped envelope to have submitted materials returned. 
Optional

( 
You may also include support materials such as exhibition postcards, reviews, etc.



The applicant hereby gives to the property owner or manager the right to obtain credit information and 


contact/verify artistic references. 


  


Applicant Signature ________________________________________ Date  ________________________











